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visited penalties on interlopers1. The ambiguity of a two-
fold relationship proved a source of friction. The Govern-
ment sent instructions which could not be carried out,
since it made no provision for the purpose and the Company
disowned the charges. " They think", it was said, " their
commands can control his majesty's commission, and the
orders that come out of their counting-house equal to those
of the Privy Council" a. Another grievance, as in the case
of Sir Sackville Crow, was that the ambassador did not
always content himself with his allowance, but on the
plea of a royal grant seized into his hands revenues which
the Company claimed as its property3. None the less the
ambassador performed an indispensable function. The ser-
vices of William Harborne, the first ambassador, had been
instrumental in settling the trade in Turkey and securing
the remission, ' for our nation only ', of nearly half the
customs at Constantinople4; and the Company itself
acknowledged its indebtedness to another ambassador,
the Earl of Winchilsea. " Seven years ago we talked of
laying down our charter, to so low an ebb had some dis-
orderly members of the Company brought the esteem of
our woollen manufacture in Turkey. But . . you have
revived a dying trade"5. In addition to an ambassador
the Company maintained consuls and vice-consuls. Har-
borne appointed consuls in Alexandria, Aleppo, Tripolis
and Algiers among other places6, but the charter of 1605
vested the power of appointment in the Company7. The
consuls had jurisdiction over English merchants, their
factors and servants, and were themselves subject to the
ambassador, though the Company's sanction was necessary
1 State Papers Domestic, 1660-1661, p. 270.
*  Hist. MSS. Comm. Finch, i. 379, 382 (1665).
8 State Papers Domestic, 1645-1647, p. 469. Crow was Charles I.'s
nominee. For the Company's grievances against him, see Subtilty and
Cruelty ; or A True Relation of Sr Sackvile Crow (? 1648).
*  The ordinary customs of 5 per cent, were reduced to 3 per cent.: Hist.
MSS. Comm. Salisbury, xiii. 444 ;   Transactions of the Royal Historical
Society, 4th ser. v. 8, 13, 21-22.
5  This was written in 1666 : Hist. MSS. Comm. Finch, i. 357.
6  Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 4th ser. v. 9-10, 19.
7  Epstein, op. cit. 179.